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The Honourable Mr. Justice Peter Martin
Introduces Chris D. Evans, Q.C.

LASA’s historical dinners this year in Edmonton and
Calgary were a resounding success.  Both dinners
sold out – LASA even had to, unfortunately, turn
people away.  Although a number of factors contrib-
uted to the success of the dinner, speaker C.D.
Evans, Q.C. was certainly the main attraction.

Taking the audience on his 40-year journey as a
criminal lawyer in Alberta, Evans was informative,
humorous and, at times, serious.  His speech was
based on his recently published memoir, A Painful
Duty: 40 Years at the Criminal Bar.

Evans spoke of many of his noteworthy cases,
including police officers moonlighting as bank
robbers, North of 60 escapades, the defense of
famous hockey players, special prosecutions, First
Nations clients and cases in Toronto and
Bermuda.  He also entertained the audience with

From his speech, it was clear that the camaraderie
among the Criminal Bar was, and is special.  In fact,
many of the criminal bar guests told me that they came
to support LASA, but anxiously wanted to hear Evans.
The iconoclast didn’t disappoint.  In addition to present-
ing an engaging overview of his career, he was also, at
times, sentimental about the Criminal Bar and the peo-
ple he worked closely with.  He suggested that many
were colleagues, superiors, and learned friends.  But, in
his own words, many were also neither “learned” nor
“friends”.

However, Evans didn’t pay much attention to the
latter.  In fact, he was not so much critical of specific
individuals, but of the criminal system itself, and he is
unapologetic for his critical views.  His leading criti-
cism – from which all subsequent criticism follows – is
in the decline of advocacy.  He maintained that his
professional philosophy was of detachment from his
client, but engagement on their behalf.

stories about many of the characters at the Criminal
Bar, many of whom were in the audience.
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included current events,  aviation, and especially
boxing.  I listened to him talk about Willie De Wit
and was at the edge of my seat while he described
round-by-round the ‘most exciting match he ever
watched.”  I heard how he came to meet, and be-
friend, RAF Flying Ace Douglas Bader and how,
during the memorial following Bader’s death, he was
seated beside General Adolph Galland, German
leader of the Lufwaffe in the Battle of Britian.

 Towards the end of lunch he asked me if there was
anything I was curious to ask ....and there was!  I had
hoped for this opportunity and had prepared two
questions.  Not important questions by any stretch,
but ones, as Archivist of the Legal Archives, held
some personal  interest.

We took our coffee by the fireplace in the lounge and
continued to chat until he tired
and it was time to go. After
visiting a short time longer with
Catherine ‘Mom’  back at their
apartment,  I returned to work.

A day or two later I phoned Milt
to thank him for lunch and
Catherine answered.  She told me
Milt was not feeling well and was
unable to come to the phone.  I
waited and hoped to hear from
him again, but it was not to be.

He passed away at the beginning of March,2008 at
the age of 85 years old.

I attended his funeral at Knox Church, slipping in
before the spectacular procession of the RCMP
honour gaurd.  The funeral paid fitting tribute and I
was glad to be in attendance to honour my friend.

Following his passing, the arrangement and descrip-
tion of his archival papers, previously donated in
2005, became the focus of work at LASA during the
summer of 2008.  Today those papers are arranged,
described, preserved and available for research - as
are recorded memories and wonderful stories shared
by Milt in a series of oral history interviews con-
ducted by LASA in 2006.

As an aside, the two questions I asked of Milt and his
responses I have recorded as follows:

by Brenda McCafferty, LASA Archivist

From the Vault

Speaking of Criminal Trial
Lawyers
Memories of my Lunch with The
Honourable Milt Harradence, Q.C.
(1922-2008)

“I would like to speak with Brenda McCafferty...
(pause), is she there,?” questioned the voice on the
other end of the receiver.  “YES” I replied, smiling in
recognition at the unmistakable voice of the
Honourable Milt Harradence, Q.C.  “I was impressed
by your last article in the ‘Architypes Newsletter’,
and wondered if you would  have lunch with me?”
he said.

I had already spent some time
with Harradence, selecting and
carting away the valuable
collection of archival papers and
photographs from the “bunker”
of his family home in Altadore a
few years prior.  After
accumulating a lifetime of
memories, Milt and his beloved
wife, Catherine moved to smaller
quarters in 2005 and after so
many years,  relocating was
understandably unsettling.   I was grateful for the
opportunity to see him again.

And so, on November 23, 2007, I walked the short
distance to the Ranchmen’s Club where I found,
waiting in the lobby, the charming and impeccable
Milt in a tailored three piece suit.

We made our way through the lobby to the dining
room and were seated at his private table.  I had
decided previously to order Milt’s usual lunchtime
fare(having been tipped off). “I will have the lobster
bisque soup to start, and a steak sandwich”, I
asserted with confidence.  Milt was both surprized
and impressed before letting the waiter know that he
would order the same!

While we ate Harradence shared some favourite
stories and there were many.  Topics of discussion

The Honourable Milt Harradence, Q.C.

and the signature three piece suit
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Question # 1
“Whenever asked which prominant criminal attor-
ney influenced your legal career, you refer to your
Saskatchewan roots and credit former Prime
Minister, The Rt. Hon. John Diefenbaker.  By your
own account Diefenbaker and his wife Edna were
close personal friends of your mother and he
attended your home for dinner on several occasions.”
Milt explained “as a cross-examiner and an
outstanding criminal lawyer I don’t think he had an
equal.  His personality when he walked into the
court room just enveloped everybody and when he
rose to cross-examine the place was hushed”.  The
courthouse was across the street from Milt’s high
school in Prince Albert and he remembered playing
hooky to watch him.

My first question to Milt followed “With Alberta
being your adopted home, I wonder which Albertan
you admired most as a criminal lawyer”?

Answer:  (Leaning back in his chair and pondering)
“I have never thought about it, but would have to
say hands down it was A.L. Smith”.  I couldn’t agree
more I told him that one day I intend to write an
article about the famous cases of A.L.

Question #2
 Me (giggling):  “Your answer to the first question
amuses me owing to the fact that the subject of my
second question is Neil D. Maclean, Q.C., famous
Edmonton criminal attorney and well known
adversary of A.L. Smith in the Premier J.E. Brownlee
case.  Did you ever meet Maclean and if so, can you
describe the encounter?”

Answer:
“Why yes I did have an occasion to meet him, owing
to my friendship with McClung, while he was an
articling student there in 1958-1959.  Maclean
seemed very gruff and foreboding to a young lawyer
like me”.

Harradence continuted relating the encounter: “One
day while I was in Edmonton, I popped in to see
McClung in the tiny McLeod Building office.  The
only place to sit in Maclean’s office was at the  large
meeting table which is where we were visiting when
Maclean suddenly flew through the door, took one
look at me and quipped to McClung, who’s he?”

Maclean had an important legal argument and
needed McClung’s help.  By some chance I knew the
answer to his question and without hesitation
blurted out the response.

Maclean, obviously annoyed, was quick to
brush me off with a dismissive look.

Some time later though, McClung shared
Maclean’s thanks,  impressing upon me what
a complement it was to receive, as Maclean
was not known to hand out compliments.
His retort to McClung was as follows:  “that
friend of yours...whats his name Harradence?
Turns out he may know something of the law
after all.”

A.L. Smith, Neil D. Maclean, Buzz McClung,
and Harradence, each  enjoyed unparalleled
success and reputations as criminal lawyers in
Alberta. �

Harradence

presents an award

to The Rt. Hon.

John

Dieffenbaker,

Prince Albert

Lawyer and

former Prime

Minister of

Canada.

A.L. Smith, Q.C.

Had courtroom skills

Harradence admired.

Neil D. Maclean, Q.C.

Greatness preceded him
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Historical Dinners
continued from page one

Distinguished guests in attendance at the LASA historical
dinners.

Above:  The Hon. Jack C. Major, Q.C., The Hon. Justice’s Peter
Martin and The Hon. Justice Cliff O’Brien

Much fun was had at LASA’s Historical Dinner this past fall

Evans argued it was not his job to befriend his
clients, but to act in their best interests regardless of
his own personal feelings.  In both cities he closed
with a serious statement.  He recalled that he took
down his shingle 40 years to the day that he was
admitted to the Alberta Bar, and closed with the
personal view that he did not leave the practice of
law, but that the practice of law left him.

The audience also had the pleasure of listening to
many other excellent speakers in both cities.  In
Edmonton, Justice Jack Watson introduced Evans
and John Martland, Q.C. or “M” (as he is described
in the book) thanked him.  In Calgary, Justice Peter
Martin (a former Crown Prosecutor and formida-
ble nemesis) introduced Evans, and was surpris-
ingly pleased that so many showed up to listen to
Evans despite knowing him.  The Honourable Jack
Major, Q.C. thanked him for his speech and insight
into criminal law in Alberta.

The Edmonton guests also witnessed recently re-
tired Hon. Allan H. Wachowich receive an Honor-
ary Membership from the Legal Archives.  Justice
Wachowich has been a great supporter of the ar-
chives, and is deserved of this recognition.

I would like to thank, on behalf of the Board of
Directors and staff at the Legal Archives Society of
Alberta, all those who came to support LASA’s
historical dinners.  I would also like to thank all the
speakers who added their own uniqueness to each
evening.  And, last but certainly not least, I would
like to thank C.D. Evans, Q.C., who helped to make
these historical dinners one of LASA’s most suc-
cessful evenings.

The Historical Dinners in 2011 are scheduled for
Thursday, October 20, 2011 in Edmonton at the
Fairmont Hotel Macdonald, and on Thursday, Oc-
tober 27, 2011 in Calgary at the Fairmont Palliser
Hotel.  LASA is in discussions with the Hon. John
(Jack) Major, Q.C., retired Justice from the Su-
preme Court of Canada, with regard to being our
guest speaker.  Please mark your calendars, and
join LASA, for what promises to be another enjoy-
able, entertaining and revealing evening.

Finally, if you haven’t already done so, I encourage
you to pick up a copy of Evans’ Memoir available at
the Legal Archives Society of Alberta.  It is an intrigu-
ing glimpse inside the subculture of the Criminal Bar
in Alberta.
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Chris Evans on the podium entertaining crowds at the recent
LASA historical dinners in Edmonton and Calgary.

LASA would like to acknowledge and thank all
those who volunteered their time to support our
recent fundraising Casino held at Stampede Casino
on February 16 & 17, 2011.  LASA is indebted to the
following individuals who gave graciously of their
time to support LASA’s programs:

Aaron Bickman
Duncan McKillop, Q.C.
Neil B. Watson
Graham Price, Q.C.
Cairns Price
Randal E. Kott
Brenda McCafferty
Sean McCafferty
Jack Dunphy
Tammy Garrioch
Stephanie Skiffington
Ewa Gniazdowska
Arthur Gnizadowski

Thank You

Thank you also to everyone who made a
donation in response to the 2010 Annual

Campaign.  Letters and donor cards were sent
out in May.  The donations you make go toward
the day-to-day operation of the Legal Archives.

If you haven’t yet made a donation for this year,
we hope you will please condider us.

Rick Klumpenhouwer
Stacy Kaufeld
Betty O’Leary
The Hon. Willis O’Leary, Q.C.
Melody Roger
Judith Theroux
Kirsten Olson
Matt Bentley
Jake Maslowski
Paul Taylor

and to our casino advisors and their team of volunteers:

Sandra Weis
Mae Weis
Jodi Frank
Sean Dannelly

Chris Evans signs a copy of his recently publish memoir, A
Painful Duty: 40 Years at the Criminal Bar.  Copies of the book

can be purchased at LASA for $42.50.
Sandra’s Team:
Waltrand Jacob-Rhynolds
Tim Elliott
Ben Pond
Alice Lewis
Nina Mikituk
Anne McConnell
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(up to December 31, 2010)

Patron ($1,000 - $4,999)

Jordan R. Bonner
Ryan Kalt
Edward S. Pipella, Q.C.

Advocate ($500 - $999)

Anonymous
Laurie M. Anderson
Edward Bredin, Q.C.
Everett L. Bunnell, Q.C.
Faber Bickman Leon
Fraser Milner Casgrain LLP
John F. Cordeau, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge Janet D. Franklin
Penny H. Frederiksen
Garth Fryett, Q.C.

Sustainer ($250 - $499)

John C. Armstrong, Q.C.
Tudor A.H. Beattie, Q.C.
The Hon. Robert M. Cairns
Donald R. Cranston, Q.C.
Blair Chahley
Patricia L. Daunais, Q.C.
Davison Worden LLP
The Hon. C.A. Fraser, Chief Justice
The Hon. Judge Marlene L. Graham
Gordon Hoffman, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge Ronald A. Jacobson
Kevin E. Johnson, Q.C.
Allan S. Kay
The Hon. Roger P. Kerans
Bryan J. Kickham, Q.C.

Honourary Members

Donald G. Bishop, Q.C. Hon. Marjorie M. Bowker,C.M. (deceased)   Wilbur F. Bowker,O.C.,Q.C.(deceased)
Edward Bredin, Q.C. Garth Fryett, Q.C.   James H. Gray (deceased)
Hon. Mary M. Hetherington Louis D. Hyndman,Sr.,Q.C. (deceased)   Hon. Roger P. Kerans
Hon. J.H. Laycraft,O.C.,LLD, Q.C. Hon. Mr. Justice J.W. McClung (deceased)   John A.S. McDonald, Q.C. (deceased)
Hon. D.C. McDonald (deceased) Hon. J.V.H. Milvain, Q.C. (deceased)   Hon. W. K. Moore, Q.C.
Glenn Morrison, Q.C. Kirsten M. Olson   Graham Price, Q.C.
Hon. W.A. Stevenson, O.C. Hon. Allan H. Wachowich

Annual Campaign Donors  2010

The Hon. Mary M. Hetherington
Stephen M.K. Hope
Donald J. Kramer, Q.C.
Shaun T. MacIsaac
The Hon. David B. Mason, Q.C.
Tom Mayson, Q.C. (deceased)
Kenneth M. McDonald
The Hon. R.A.F. Montgomery, CD, Q.C.
The Hon. W.K. Moore, C.M., Q.C., LL.D.

The Hon. J. H. Laycraft, O.C., Q.C.
The Hon. W.E. O’Leary, Q.C.
Ogilvie LLP
James S. Palmer, Q.C.
John M. Robertson, Q.C.
James G. Shea
The Hon. Mr. Justice J. Watson
The Hon. William E. Wilson, Q.C.
Herbert D. Wyman, Q.C.

The Hon. Mr. Justice B.E. Mahoney
The Hon. Mr. Justice E.E. Marshall
The Hon. Mr. Justice Peter W.L. Martin
The Hon. Mr. Justice J.D. Bruce McDonald
Duncan L. McKillop, Q.C.
Roderick A. McLennan, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. T.F. McMahon
Douglas G. Mills
The Hon. Madam Justice R.E. Nation
The Hon. Mr. Justice C.D. O’Brian
J. James Peacock, Q.C.
John Patrick Peacock, Q.C.
Graham E. Price, Q.C.
Steve G. Raby, Q.C.

Douglas E. Ritzen
The Hon. Mr. Justice S.M. Sanderman
Wayne E. Shaw
The Hon. Mr. Justice R.G. Stevens
David J.F. Stratton, Q.C.
Norman L. Tainsh, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. Justice D.R.G. Thomas
Mark D. Tims, Q.C.
Harold W. Veale, Q.C.
The Hon. A. Gail Vickery, Chief Judge
The Hon. Allan H. Wachowich
Thomas W. Wakeling, Q.C.
Laurel H. Watson
The Hon. Neil C. Wittmann, Chief Justice
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Friend ($150 - $249)

Contributor ($100 - $149)

Anonymous
Janice A. Agrios, Q.C.
Lee E. Ahlstrom, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge Larry G. Anderson
Arnold & Arnold
The Hon. Judge P. Ayotte
Brian A. Beresh, Q.C.
Aaron Bickman
Donald G. Bishop, Q.C.
Dennis Chronopoulos
Barbara E. Cotton
John H. Cuthbertson, Q.C.
William H. Dalgleish, Q.C.
The Hon. R.A. Dixon, Q.C.
Robert L. Duke, Q.C.
Donald Grant Fedorak
Shaun Flannigan
Daniel T.Gallagher, Q.C.
W. Donald Goodfellow, Q.C.
April D. Grosse
Jeneane S. Grundberg
Gunn Law Group
David R. Haigh, Q.C.
Christopher R. Head
Herbert M. Kay, Q.C.

The Hon. N.R. Hess, Asst. Chief Judge
The Hon. Madam Justice C.D. Hunt
Peter S. Jull, Q.C.
William J. Kidd, Q.C.
Dr. Louis A. Knafla
Randal E. Kott
The Hon. Judge N.P. Lawrence
Gerald Lucas, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge P.J. Maher
John R. MacInnes, Q.C.
Capeling Mulder LLP
Marie L. Gordon, Q.C.
Lawrence A. Johnson
James W. Joosse
Kenneth T. Lenz
The Hon. Samuel S. Lieberman
Douglas A. Lynass
Wallace B. MacInnes, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge Francis L. Maloney
John G. Martland, Q.C.
The Hon. Thomas B. McMeekin, CD
Paul M. Mendes
The Hon. Judge Bruce A. Millar
Armand J. Moss, Q.C.
Allan D. Nielsen, Q.C.

The Hon. Judge Richard J. O’Gorman
Lawrence W. Olesen, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. Justice Alexander G. Park
Tara D. Pipella
John T. Prowse, Q.C.
Robert G. Roddie, Q.C.
Wayne Malcolm Schafer, Q.C.
James R. Scott
Daniel I. Shapiro
Andrew C.L. Sims, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge Catherine M. Skene
The Hon. Mr. Justice Frans F. Slatter
T. William Snowdon, Q.C.
Kenneth E. Staroszik, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. Justice W.P. Sullivan
The Hon. Judge P.G. Sully
E. David D. Tavender, Q.C.
The Hon. V.T. Tousignant, Assistant Chief Judge
Catherine M. Twinn
Barbara J. Vallance
The Hon. R.J. Wilkins, Assistant Chief Judge
John H. Wilson, Q.C.
Blair C. Yorke-Slader, Q.C.
Hu E. Young

William T. Aaron, Q.C.
David W. Anderson
Linda A. Anderson
Alan V. Beattie, Q.C.
Max Blitt
Sophia Blumin
The Hon. Judge D. Brand
Janice M. Bruni, Q.C.
Canadian Bar Association, AB Branch
Ian Cartwright
Donald J. Chernichen, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. Justice Terrance D. Clackson
William J. Coll
The Hon. Madam Justice Carole M. Conrad
The Hon. Judge Lynn T.L. Cook-Stanhope
The Hon. Judge Shelagh R. Creagh
Valerie J. Danielson
Robert P. Desbarats, Q.C.
James L. Dixon, Q.C.
Leslie R. Duncan, Q.C.
Thomas H. Ferguson, Q.C.
Gordon W. Flynn, Q.C.
Michael D. Ford
Allan W. Fraser
Daryl S. Fridhandler, Q.C.
Robert D. Galbraith

Alison J. Gray
William M. Gray, Q.C.
Eric P. Groody
Garner Groome
Diane L. Harms
Tracy Hembroff
Roger Hofer
William H. Hurlburt, Q.C.
McGown Johnson
Roy D.P. Klassen
Robert A. Knight
The Hon. Judge James C. Koshman
Julian G.J. Koziak, Q.C.
Terrence M. Kulasa
Jane S. Lang
The Rt. Hon. E. Peter Lougheed, Q.C.
The Hon. Mr. Justice Edward P. MacCallum
The Hon. Mr. Justice Eric F. Macklin
The Hon. Mr. Justice Richard P. Marceau
John J. Marshall, Q.C.
Gordon McKenzie, Q.C.
Anton M.S. Melnyk, Q.C.
The Hon. Madam Justice Mary T. Moreau
The Hon. Virgil P. Moshansky, Q.C.
James T. Neilson, Q.C.
R. Philip M. North, Q.C.

The Hon. Madam Justice Carolyn S. Phillips
Michael J. Pucylo
Clay M. Purves
John H.W. Rathwell
The Hon. John D. Rooke, Assoc Chief Justice
Donnel O. Sabey. Q.C.
Lorne W. Scott, Q.C.
The Hon. Melvin E. Shannon, Q.C.
Lisa A. Silver
Barry A. Sjolie, Q.C.
David R. Syme, Q.C.
Douglas B. Thompson
Robert W. Thompson, Q.C.
Brian W.L. Tod, Q.C.
Tomkins Law Office
Allan R. Twa, Q.C.
Harry M. Van Harten
Diane M. Volk
David J. Wachowich, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge E.J.M. Walter
Neil B. Watson
J. Philip Warner, Q.C.
The Hon. Judge L.S. Witten
Debra Woodske
The Hon. Judge L. Diane Young
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� Contributor .................................... $100 to $149
� Friend ............................................. $150 to $249
� Sustainer ......................................   $250 to $499
� Advocate ........................................ $500 to $999

Take your place in the legal history of Alberta by becoming a supporter today.
Yes! I want to make my mark in history ...

� Patron .................................... $1,000 to $4,999
� Benefactor ............................. $5,000 to $9,999
� Archivists’ Circle ............................. $10,000+

Tax receipts will not include $15.00 membership fee, where applicable

Name:   _____________________________________________________    Phone:  ___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City/Province:   __________________________   Postal Code:    _________________________________

Paid by:  �  Cheque  (enclose)     Amount:  $ __________________

#  __________________________________________________  Expires:  ____________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________

      Send all donations to:
The Legal Archives Society of Alberta, 510,  919 - 11 Ave. SW, Calgary, Alberta   T2R 1P3

Business No. #89416 6131 RR0001
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by the Legal Archives Society of
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addressed to:

The Legal Archives Society
of Alberta

510, 919 - 11 Avenue SW,
Calgary, Alberta  T2R 1P3

tel: (403) 244-5510
fax: (403) 541-9102

legalarc@legalarchivessociety.ab.ca
www.legalarchivessociety.ab.ca
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ISSN: 1189-0002

Supported by a grant from
The Law Society of Alberta

Announcements

� Calgary Law Day is Saturday, April 16, 2011 at the Calgary Courthouse.

� LASA’s, AGM is on Wednesday, March 2 at the Law Society of Alberta,
Bencher’s Hearing Room.  Please join us at 6:00 pm to hear Glenbow
Archivist Doug Cass highlight some of the facinating legal papers held by
the Glenbow Archives.

� Check out LASA’s, new revamped website at: www.legalarchives.ca.  The
website was launched in January 2011.  Please make note of our new
website address and change to our email: lasa@legalarchives.ca.  Inquiries
will be automatically redirected to the new site.  Please refresh your
bookmark to find us at our new location!

� Save the date!  LASA’s annual Historical Dinner dates have been set:
October 20, 2011 in Edmonton at the Fairmont Macdonald Hotel, and
October 27, 2011 in Calgary at the Fairmont Palliser Hotel.


